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ESSAYS ON THE MILLENNIUM. 



EsSAT I. 



>4 

^^ On the Millennium, 



^ The arguments of your able correspondent R. D.* in sup- 

^ port of Mr. Maitland's view of the 1260 days, did, for a time 

at least, almost shake my belief in the soundness of those cal- 
culations, which are built on the usual interpretation of that 
prophetic period. And this led me to consider what remains^ 
(even if the fabric which has been constructed on these calcu- 
lations should fall to the ground,) to favour the expectation of 
a reign of blessedness yet to come upon the earth. Allow me, 
then, to offer to you some reflections which, without pretend- 
ing to go deeply into the matter, presented themselves to my 
mind. 

The Scriptures, it will be admitted, represent the three fol- 
lowing points clearly: — 1. That the cause of God and right- 
eousness has been, hitherto, a depressed and militant cause 
upon earth; and that, from the fall of Adam up to the present 
hour, the whole world lieth in wickedness. 2. That a time is 
coming, when true religion will be ascendant and triumphant; 
and that the kingdoms of this world will then become the king- 
doms of our Lord and of his Christ. 3. That before the final 
close of God's dispensations in this world, there will be a short- 
lived apostasy; when his almighty power will interpose, and 
separate between the righteous and the wicked for ever. 

Without aiming to be wise above what is written, I would 
just observe, upon the general review of these Scripture state- 
ments, how admirably the whole is fitted to display the won- 
ders of the divine administration, so that '^unto the principali- 
ties and powers in heavenly places, might be known, by the 

church, the manifold wisdom of God." Man's eventful his- 

-^ 

* The epistolary form of these essays arises from the fact that they were first 
addressed to the editor of the Christian Examiner. 
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6 ON THE MILLENNIUM. 

tory is thus a field of exhibition, on which the powers of light 
and of darkness contend for victory. In the first scene, right- 
eousness and unrighteousness appear in conflict; while the latter 
holds the ascendant. In the second scene, the same powers 
are engaged; but their places are changed, and righteousness 
becomes the ruling principle. The last scene displays the final 
and utter expulsion of evil, when the gates of that celestial city 
are opened, into which nothing that defileth can enter, but they 
only which are written in the Lamb's book of life. 

Many persons, whom I have conversed with, say that they 
could well conceive the existence of a state of millennial bless- 
edness, provided that state were to be final upon earth. But 
the  recurrence of evil and of opposition to God's authority, 
after a long reign of righteousness, seems to them altogether 
unaccountable. If the whole world is to be filled with the 
knowledge of the Lord, whence, they ask, can that sinful gene- 
ration proceed, who are "to go up on the^breadth of the earth, 
and compass the camp of the saints?" In answer to these 
doubts, I would observe, that the millennial state is, perhaps, 
to be merely the ascendancy, not the universal prevalence of, 
righteousness on earth. Its peculiar characteristic may be this 
— that the law of opinion will then be on the side of holiness 
and of God. Now we know, by experience, how next to 
omnipotent the law of opinion is. Much as men complain of 
the strength of temptation, and of the impossibility of resisting 
certain passions, nevertheless, the most headlong of these pas- 
sions yield implicitly to any authority which is suflSciently 
respected. Men will commit sin, when they have opportunity. 
But what they call opportunities are, dreadful to say, those 
moments when the presence of their fellow-creatures is with- 
drawn, and nothing but the presence of God remains to over- 
awe them. I have not time to pursue this pregnant topic. 
No one, however, can be so insensible to the real state of things, 
as not to perceive how immaculate men are externally, and 
how they can quell the risings of the fiercest passions, wher- 
ever the law of opinion requires it of them; how in decent 
company the foulest of beings observes the strictest rules of 
purity; how the majority of each sex obeys whatever laws, 
whether good or bad, easy or severe, the world is pleased to 
impose upon them; how men of the most timid constitutions 
will, at its bidding, rush on death; and women, though devoid 
of every genuine principle, will be sober as saints, not because 
God, but because the world, demands it from them. No one 
can understand what all this means, without perceiving that 
the law of opinion has power to move the mass of mankind ^t 
its will. 
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Now, only suppose a state of things, in which this law is 
wholly on the side of purity and religion, and you will have 
at once an externally righteous world. Where sin is certain 
degradation, and where the marked discountenance of those 
who take the lead, and hold the higher stations in society, is 
sure to follow, and hunt from human converse, the open viola- 
tors of the laws of heaven ; to such an influence it is man's na- 
ture to submit: and however powerful other passions may be, 
they will learn obedience to this master passion, and yield, 
without a struggle, to the impulse which the law of opinion^ 
when acting with full force, is sure to give. The millennium, 
then, may be a state in which righteousness is indeed ascen- 
dant; but in which many outwardly conform, without being 
reconciled in heart and mind to this holy and happy order of 
things. But this is not the final condition of Christ's church. 
That bright and endless day is yet to come, when none but 
pure and righteous souls will form its members. Previously 
to this blessed consummation, sin is to make its last expiring 
struggle. Opportunity is to be given for the developement of 
that evil principle, which circumstances only had controlled. 
Satan is to go forth, and to deceive the secret enemies of God; 
to deceive them especially with the hope, that by combination, 
and by one decisive effort, they may shake off the yoke, and 
overthrow the kingdom of, the Redeemer. Such, as it appears 
to me, will be the nature of the last apostasy. And thus, as 
the Christian dispensation was preceded by the falling away of 
the Jews, and as the millennium will be ushered in by judg- 
ments upon the Christian nations; so is it in full harmony with 
God's plans of administration, to conceive that the eternal ex- 
altation of that glorious church which Christ will present 
without spot unto the Father, will be consequent upon the 
final discomfiture of the powers of darkness upon earth. 

On the much contested point, whether the dispensation of 
millennial blessedness imply merely an increased outpouring 
of the Spirit, or whether, in addition to that, it imply also the 
personal reign of Christ and of his saints, I would venture a 
few observations; speaking, however, as one who is rather an 
inquirer than a decided advocate of either system. Still, I 
eannot deny that on the supposition that the millennium is to 
be an universal reign of righteousness, much would incline me 
to believe in the personal advent. In the first place, there is, 
in my mind, great force in the argument that, to a triumphant 
church, the Scriptures of the New Testament would be in a 
great measure inapplicable. For how could the ^^friendship of 
the world" be ^^3nmity against God," when all its kingdoms 
did him service? How could those who <^live godly in Christ 
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Jesus suffer persecution/' when none had power, even if they ' 

had the inclination, to persecute? How could the way to life 
be "narrow/^ and the way to destruction *<broad/' when to | 

follow the multitude would be to follow after righteousness, , 

faith, and charity? But it is needless to multiply such passages. 
The New Testament breathes, in every line, separation from 
the worid. All its consolations, and all its promises, are ad* , 

dressed to those, and those alone, who come out in heart and 
mind from the conversation of the many, and whose peculiar | 

characteristic it is to have no sympathy with the system with t 

which they are encircled, and in which they live. Does not ' 

this, then, strongly indicate, that a reign of righteousness, in 
which the church and world identify, must suppose, not merely  

an improvement of the present system, however great, but a i 

total change in the administration of things below? For all 
additional light thrown upon the Scriptures could only prove 
the more how inapplicable they were, as a rule of life, to those 
whose circumstances were diametrically opposite to the trials  

and abasement of that people to whom the Scriptures are so | 

uniformly addressed. The millennium, then, must imply alto- 
gether a new order of things; and what more suitable to so 
entire a revolution, than the visible interposition of God? The 
personal advent would open upon earth the very fountain from 
which the Scriptures themselves have flowed, and new streams 
would issue forth, to water a renovated world, and to make 
glad the city of God. 

In this view I would very briefly call your attention to the 
1 7th chapter of Saint John. That comprehensive petition may 
be divided into four distinct heads. 1. The great Mediator 
offers up, in verse 5, a prayer for himself — **And now, 
Father, glorify thou me with thine own self,'' &c. 2. He in- 
tercedes, (in verse 11,) for those who then formed his little 
flock on earth — ^^And now I am no more in the world, but 
these are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, 
keep, through thine own name, those whom thou hast given 
me," &c. 3. In verse 20, he extends that intercession to all 
those who, in after ages, should "believe on him through their 
word.'' 4. He finally prays, in verse 21, "that the world 
may believe," and know that he is the true Messiah. I have 
myself often felt a di£^culty in reconciling the two last divisions 
of this great intercession. For if verse 20 contains an enume- 
ration of all believers to the end of time, (as certainly, in the 
usual view of it, it seems to do,) who are the world who are to 
believe, in consequence of their adherence to, and union with, 
the Redeemer? This difficulty, however, at once disappears, 
if we adopt the doctrine of a personal advent before the millen- 
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niam. For then the third petition is limited to those who shall 
believe on Christ previously to the time of his second coming, 
and the great instrument of their conversion is distinctly spe* 
cified; "Them which shall believe on me through their word?^ 
-—through the preaching and inspired writings of the apostles 
and evangelists. When that number has been completed^ and 
all believers under the dispensation of the first advent shall 
have been gathered unto Christ, then the great promise will be 
fulfilled: the heathen will be given to the Redeemer as his in* 
heritance, and the uttermost part of the earth as his possession, 
Ps. 2: 8. Then "the world will believe/' not through the 
word, or by the teaching of the Scriptures, but in consequence 
of the appearing of the great God and our Saviour with all his 
saints. 

While speaking of the Scriptures, I would mention what 
appears to me, of itself, a presumption in favour of the first 
resurrection, and the consequent participation of the saints, 
who shall have died before, in the blessings of the millennial 
kingdom. K\\ believers in a millennium, however they may 
difier in their notions of it, equally agree that a large propor- 
tion of the prophetical writings have reference to that happy 
period. Now, on the supposition of What is termed the spi- 
ritual reign of Christ, of which the first resurrection forms no 
part, the children of God have been given in all past ages for 
their instruction, (for such, we are told, is the end of all Scrip- 
ture,) the future history of a state of things on earth, with 
which they can have had no manner of concern. When their 
hearts have burned within them at the bright pictures in which 
the prophets paint the latter days, their affections have kindled 
towards an object, to them as unsubstantial as a dream. They 
have been amused with prospects which, fair and beautiful as 
they may be, never are to be realized to them. Now, allow- 
ing the arguments to be, in other respects, equally balanced on 
both sides, is there not, I say, something to favour the belief 
in the antimillennial resurrection of the just, in the considera- 
tion, that, on this principle, when believers have in every age 
meditated on these delightful portions of God's word, they have 
anticipated joys which they themselves shall taste — they have 
viewed in the distance a land of promise, which they, in God's 
good time, shall enter, repose upon its green pastures, and sit 
beside its still waters? Is it not, in a word, more reasonable 
to believe, that the Scriptures, which God has placed in the 
hands of his children, concern a state of things in which they 
shall have a share, than the history of remote generations^ as 
foreign from them as the inhabitants of another planet? 

That there will be a vast outpouring of the Spirit in the lat- 
12 
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ter days has been strongly insisted on by manyi as if it tended 
to disprove the doctrine of a personal advent But to me the 
former expectation seems not to oppose, but rather to imply, 
the latter. - 

To judge by God's previous dealings, if the Holy Spirit is 
to act with powers unknown before, it will be in consequence 
of that Spirit's issuing from some new source. The Spirit has 
not hitherto acted, if I may so speak, absolutely, but as a pro- 
cession or emanation; and has, in some mysterious manner, 
partaken of the nature of that fountain whence it has flowed. 
Thus, while the Holy Ghost proceeded from simple Deity, his 
rays had comparatively little power to renew and sanctify the 
nature of fallen man. We know that the Jews were visited 
and gifted by his inspirations. Nevertheless, when our Sa- 
viour invites all those, who thirsted after still higher influences, 
to come unto him and drink, the evangelist accompanies his 
words with this remarkable comment: <^But this spake he of 
the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive; for 
the Holy Ghost was not yet given, because that Jesus was not 
yet glorified.'' — John vii. 39. That is, the Spirit had not yet 
acted with evangelical power, because he had not yet proceeded 
from the God-man. He had not yet issued from that new 
source, and come forth from that being, who, taking the man- 
hood into God, had power to touch the human soul with sym- 
pathetic influence, and to impregnate it with energies unfelt 
before. Heb. 2: 10 — 4: 15. It was on this account that our 
Saviour assured his disciples, that it was expedient for them 
that he should go away, for that otherwise the Comforter could 
not come unto them. It was thus that, when he ascended up 
on high, he gave gifts unto men. We see the first efiects of 
this on the day of Pentecost, when human nature appeared 
suddenly animated by a principle, and furnished with powers, 
such as the world had nev-er seen before. 

If, then, the first outpouring of the Spirit was not the simple 
product — so to speak — of the sovereign will, but the conse- 
quence of that mighty change in the divine administration, 
which placed a crucified Saviour on the throne of heaven, — 
may we not fairly argue, that the second outpouring of the 
same Spirit, in power to convert and regenerate the whole 
world, will not be a mere arbitrary piovement on the part of 
God, but the result of new means, and new eflScients, suited to 
so vast and so stupendous an operation? And what means can 
be conceived so fit and so proportionate, as the visible exhibi- 
tion of that glory which is now invisible — as the immediate 
presence of that God, who now dwells in that inaccessible light 
which no man hath seen or can approach unto. 
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But, further, the mode of the Spirit's operation on the mind, 
is not, if I may so speak, by an efficacy which terminates in 
itself. It is not by breathing into it some vitalizing essence, 
or purifying element, that it animates or sanctifies the soul. 
It is by opening the eyes of the understanding to see, and dis- 
posing the will and the affections to embrace, the objects which 
the revelations of God successively present to man. The 
Spirit's power increases, in exact proportion to the moral effi- 
cacy of the truths he has to open ; and as his great office is to 
take of the things of Christ and show unto us, it follows that 
the Spirit's influence will rise precisely in the same degree as 
the manifestations of Jesus ascend from their early dawning to 
their meridian day. Under the Jewish dispensation, these 
influences were comparatively feeble; not only because, as I 
have said before, they flowed — if the expression be allowable — 
from simple Deity, but because Christ was then revealed in 
figures, and in distant prophecies alone. Under the present 
dispensation, the powers of the Spirit have increased; not 
merely from the cause assigned before, but because he can now 
place in the believer's view Christ come in the flesh, "evi- 
dently set forth crucified amongst us." And if the same Spirit 
is yet to act with energies so wholly new, as to change the en- 
tire course of things below, and place the church of Christ 
above that world which now enslaves it, — does not this plead 
strongly for the expectation of some brighter and more glorious 
manifestation of the Saviour than we or our fathers have 
known? 

It may be objected to the doctrine of a first resurrection, that 
it would be inconsistent with impartial justice, to place the 
saints who have preceded the millennium in rank so far above 
the saints who may have been born during that reign of right- 
eousness. Waiving, then, for a moment, the countervailing 
consideration that such is the final state of neither, and that an 
eternity of equal honour and glory awaits them both; and ad- 
mitting an inequality of condition for that limited period, I 
cannot but observe a peculiar fitness in such a temporary allot- 
ment. Those who have lived before the millennium will have 
borne the burthen and heat of the day of trial. It was theirs 
to deny themselves, to take up the cross, <<to confess the faith 
of Christ crucified. Mi manfully to fight under his banner 
against sin, the world, and the devil." It was theirs to "wres- 
tle," not only ^^against flesh and blood, but against principali- 
ties, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this 
world, against spiritual wickedness in high places." And can 
any thing be more in harmony with the whole of God's ad- 
miaistration^ than that these should be rewarded accordiog to 
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their works — that they who have been more than conquerors, 
should receive the crown they have won? If in those happy days, 
when the warfare has been accomplished, and when they shall 
neither hurt nor destroy in all God's holy mountain, it should 
be necessary that some should hold pre-eminence, to whom can 
those distinctions be so fitly given, as to those who fought their 
way through hardships, to which succeeding generations will 
have been strangers altogether? Such is the principle emphati- 
cally recognised by our Saviour, in the 22nd chapter of Saint 
Luke: "Ye are they which have continued with me in my 
[trials] temptations. And I appoint unto you a kingdom, as 
my Father hath appointed unto me; that ye may eat and drink 
at my table in my kingdom, and sit on thrones, judging the 
twelve tribes of Israel." 



ESSAT II. 

Same Subject Continued. 

In addition to what I have urged in my former communica- 
tion, I would now, as a further ground of presumption in favour 
of the personal advent, call your attention to the difiiculties 
which attend the supposition of a millennium without it. To 
meet these difficulties by saying, that all things are possible 
with God, is an argument which leaves us at liberty to frame 
a millennium out of whatever materials we please. If we 
resort at once to this sweeping principle, then no one system 
can bear the semblance of truth more than another. We might 
suppose infants or idiots to be the rulers of the millennial king- 
doms: and if God is pleased to put forth his omnipotence, who 
can deny, that in their time peace may flourish in the earth, 
and righteousness look down from heaven? But, still, con- 
sidering that the Almighty has hitherto thought fit to act by 
means, and, ordinarily, by means intelligible in some sort to 
his creatures, — it appears to me, in balancing the claims of two 
systems, both of which propose the same end, that if one of 
these systems assigns adequate meani^or the furtherance of 
that end, and the other does not, mi9h weight is thereby 
thrown into the scale of the former. 

Now, on the supposition that the millennium is to be a real 
and universal reign of righteousness upon earth, how, accord- 
ing to the spiritual notion of it, is that happy consummation to 
be effected? Without adverting to the civil or secular interests 
of the world^ how, I would ask^ is the Church of Christ to be 
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goverDed? How are the people to be guided into wholesome 
pastures, without some infallible chief shepherd? How are the 
bishops, or pastors, or rulers to be appointed? Is it by the 
princes and cabinets of the several states, on the one hand, or 
by popular election, on the other? And how is the unity of 
faith to be preserved between distant and independent nations? 
To what tribunal are they, by common agreement, to submit? 
If it be the Scriptures; who is to fix the sense of Scripture, 
beyond the possibility of doubt, or of appeal? The author is 
speaking, be it remembered, of a spiritual millennium, as it is 
commonly understood. I know it will be said, that the in- 
creased influences of the Spirit will order all these things 
rightly. But I confess I cannot see this, unless indeed we 
resort to the^sweeping principle before adverted to. I cannot 
conceive that princes, who govern extended empires, can select 
true pastors for the people, unless these princes are gifted with 
omniscience. Nor can I conceive the people, — (the author is 
not speaking of the risen and glorified saints) — unless brought 
to a much higher state than I believe the millennium will bring 
them to, choosing pastors for themselves according to the mind 
of God. Neither does it seem to me possible, that all nations, 
such as the millennial kingdoms will be, can walk in the same 
way, or by the same rule, unless there is some universal au- 
thority to which they all submit, and some accessible tribunal 
to which they can all appeal. 

It will then, perhaps, be said, that, on my principle, the 
millennium will be only the establishment and universal spread 
of popery. This would be deplorable indeed. Nevertheless, 
I can conceive no condition of the Church so fitted for the 
maintenance of universal order, and for the diffusion of uni- 
versal righteousness, as that which would exhibit, in reality and 
truth, what the Church of Rome dishonestly pretends to. 

It was a thought of this kind, which first led me to reflect 
upon the subject on which I am now addressing you. Seeing 
that almost all the modern interpreters of prophecy agree in 
fixing the fall of popery at no distant period; and observing 
how many appearances seem to justify that expectation; I was 
led tb ask myself the following questions. What is to succeed 
this vast and widely extended system? What is to come in 
place of this mighty colossus, when it falls, or to fill the void 
which its removal must occasion? If Protestantism, in any 
existing shape, is to rise upon its ruins, and to ascend its vacant 
throne, is it not reasonable to expect that preparations would 
be making; and that Providence would be hastening forward, 
to its maturity, a system which, in a few years, is to fill so high 
a destiny? But are there any appearances to justify such a 
12* 
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hope? Multitudes of individuals in Protestant communions 
are, I trust, at this moment, worshipping God in spirit and in 
truth. But where is the society or church amongst them which 
God appears collectively and positively to own? In which of 
these vineyards do we see the fruits of God's own husbandry? 
Where is the celestial crop? Where do we see rising the vi- 
gorous plants, which will cover with their branches the track- 
less wastes of papal darkness; and convert that wilderness into 
the garden of the Lord? I confess I know not where this pro- 
mise appears. Look at the reports of the Continental Society. 
Look at France, at Germany, at Switzerland, and at Geneva. 
And what is the state of the united church of England and 
Ireland? There is, I grant, much piety in many of her mem- 
bers. But contemplate her as a body, and as, what she is 
termed, Hhe established Church.'' Is God at this moment 
deepening her foundations? Is he enlarging the place of her 
tent, stretching forth the curtains of her habitations, lengthen- 
ing her cords, and strengthening her stakes? Alas! these cheer- 
ing expressions do not suit her now. She is far more suitably 
described in the mournful language of the Psalmist: <<Why 
hast thou broken down her hedges, that all they that go by 
pluck off her grapes? The wild boar out of the wood doth 
root it up, and the wild beasts of the field devour it." Suffice 
it to say, without dwelling further on this painful subject, that 
not the slightest indication can be found in the whole, or in any 
branch of the great Protestant commonwealth, that God is or- 
ganizing or maturing any materials there, which could fill the 
vacant space of popery. 

If then it be asked, what is to succeed Popery? I answer^ 
that, if <Hhe man of sin," spoken of in the second epistle to the 
Thessalonians, be, as is generally admitted, the papal power, — 
the Apostle has already answered the question. For he de- 
clares that the ^^man of sin" is to receive his final overthrow, 
by the brightness of the Lord's coming. 

The whole passage in which this declaration occurs,^ com- 

Eared with the assurance in the former epistle, that the Lord 
imself shall descend from heaven, &c., — the argument, I say, 
which arises from this comparison, in favour of Christ's per- 
sonal advent before the millennium, has been so frequently 
urged, that I shall not here repeat it I would, however, just 
observe, that this argument will receive additional weight, if 
we consider the character of that spiritual domination to which, 
it is contended, our Saviour's reign on earth will immediately 
succeed. 

The high claims of the Romish Church have always appeared 
to me^ not so much absurd in theory, as false in point of fact 
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That the Church which the Son of God came down to establish 
upon earth should possess such powers and prerogatives as the 
papacy assumes, is what, I think, any man, reasoning itprioriy 
would suppose. Why it does not possess them, can be accounted 
for precisely in the same way that we can account for the want 
of Christian fruits and graces in the individual who is destitute 
of living faith. 

If the Church of Christ had, in her corporate and visible 
capacity, always and in all and every of her members, kept 
herself perfectly holy, harmless, undefiled, and pure, she would 
have been arrayed in the very attributes, which the Church of 
Rome vainly and arrogantly pretends to. She would have 
had. infallible guidance; she would have continued in all ages 
unchanged, and unchangeable; her decrees would have been 
ratified in heaven; her unity would have been unbroken; and 
out of her pale there would have been no covenanted salvation. 
That there is, however, no visible Church on earth, which, as 
a body, has walked and still walks by the faith of the Son of 
God, all will readily admit. An invisible Church there doubts- 
less is; all whose members are known to God, and who are all 
his spiritual worshippers.* But the existence of this Church, 
and the lives of all its members, are hid with Christ in God; 
and have no local habitation nor name on earth. And why is 
this? Because the head of this society is himself invisible; and 
it is only when he appears, that they also will appear with him 
in glory. There is, therefore, under the present dispensation, 
no rightful claimant upon earth of those marks and characters 
which would belong to the true Church, if visible; and in the 
absence of a rightful claimant, a pretender and usurper arro- 
gates those honours to himself^ 

The Church of Rome is, then, as it appears to me, a dark 
9hadow, or rather an actual counterpart, or antithesis of the 
real body of Christ. But as all things, however in themselves 
opposed, are made to serve the purpose of God; so the Romish 
apostasy has been employed to answer an important end, in 
carrying forward that great scheme, ^hich will issue at last in 
the triumph of the Redeemer's kingdom. During the dispen* 
sation of the first advent, while the true Church, like her 
spouse and head, is disowned and persecuted by the World, a 
false Christ has been suffered to set up his throne; and, by that 
usurpation, to assert the claims and maintain the prerogatives, 
which essentially belong to the office of the lawful sovereign. 
To the support of her main pretension, namely, that she is the 
true Church of Christy it is imperative upon the Church of 
Rome to profess the fundamental articles of Christianity. 
However she may hate the light, yet to that light she cannot 
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boldly oppose herself, without openly proclaimiDg herself an 
impostor. Consequently, amidst all her errors, she has pre- 
served the Cardinal doctrines of the Christian faith. It is true 
she circulates them as little as she can; and as far as she can, 
nullifies them by inventions of her own; and when men will 
take her counterfeits, she will give no genuine coin. Thus 
reluctantly does the Church of Rome brine forth the truth oOt 
of her treasures. Nevertheless, much oi the truth she has 
retained — and retained it, when perhaps nothing but her gross 
machinery could have preserved the remembrance of it upon 
earth. At friendship with the world, — accommodated to its 
taste, and partaking of its nature, — she has been able to fight 
her opponents with their own weapons; and has thus thrown a 
shield of protection over the invisible worshippers who lived 
in secret within her bosom. Amidst all her corruptions she 
furnished to them — at least until the reformation — the means 
of grace; and, though often persecuting them, has never- 
theless led them by her dim light to the haven where they 
would be. For to the Church of Rome, as the providen- 
tially permitted means, these heirs of glory owed it that they 
were born in a land of Christian prcJTession; and where public 
authority announced that there is a future state, that there is a 
God, and that He is the rewarder of those that diligently seek 
him. Thus it was, that as the usurper of an earthly throne may 
preserve the country over which he reigns from being parti- 
tioned out amongst the surrounding nations; so the usurper of 
Christ's throne has preserved Christendom from falling back 
into pagan darkness. 

There is nothing which has employed and baffled conjecture 
more than to account for that mysterious influence, by which 
the papal system is enabled to rivet its chains upon the minds 
of men. It is not the peculiar wisdom of its agents; nor is it 
the personal respect which its ministers obtain, or seem anxious 
to obtain, in the estimation of their flocks. No: even where 
its priests are despised as men — where they are careless in 
their duties, and profligate in their lives; in a word, where 
offences abound, which would prostrate any other ecclesiastical 
edifice, or leave it without members to attend its ordinances; 
even in such circumstances there is a secret charm in popery — 
a contrivance in the system, by which the machinery can work 
itself, in spite of the misconduct or mismanagement of its 
agents. This inherent power binds its votaries as by a magic 
spell. In this country [Ireland] the Papal Church lias re- 
mained for centuries in firm possession of its ground. The 
sword of the Spirit, and the arm of flesh have both assailed it; 
and they have both failed. That a gross and earthly*minded 
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people, like the Irish, should have resisted higher motives may 
not appear extraordinary. But is it not equally true, th^t they 
have been proof against the most palpable temptations of worldly 
interest? They have been tried in every variety of way: so 
that their opponents may address them, as the children in the 
market-place addressed their fellows — ^'^We have piped unto 
you, and ye have not danced; we have mourned unto you, and 
ye have not wept." Whence, then, hath the Church of Rome 
this wisdom and these mighty works? 

In the great warfare carried on between God and Satan in 
this lower world, it has been remarked that the infernal leader 
has ever been a close observer, in order that he may be a sue* 
cessful imitator, of the plans of his Almighty adversary. Many 
instances of this may be given. When Moses attests his di- 
vine commission by the performance of miracles, the magicians 
are employed by Satan to copy and confront these miracles by 
their enchantments. When the divine husbandman sows good 
seed in his field, the enemy sows his tares also. When God 
becomes incarnate, and thus acts, by the assumption of a com- 
mon nature, with intenser influence upoi\ man, Satan, for the 
first time, makes trial of the efiect of demoniacal possession. 
When Christianity is to manifest its divine original, by rising 
from weakness into strength, and by its wide diffusion through- 
out the earth, Satan follows up the plan, and presents, in Ma- 
hometanism, a rival and a counterpart of God's design. Thus 
has the great Deceiver, like an inferior opposed to a superior, 
gained skill from his adversary; watched his movements, and 
endeavoured to turn those movements upon himself. 

The wise and profound economy of the Jewish dispensation 
could not have escaped the vigilant eye of Satan. He often 
visited Jerusalem and went about Sion, marked well her bul- 
warks, and counted all her towers. He saw and observed 
closely the intricate machinery of God's plan, in the whole 
polity of that amazing people. He saw its admirable adapta- 
tion to engage and to impress the mind. He observed the 
interesting and attractive character of its public worship, the 
gaiety and grandeur of its ceremonial, all rendered doubly im- 
pressive by the mysterious and material presence of God. He 
examined those wonderful provisions, by which religion could 
come down to the low level of the carnal mind, and act upon 
the senses, where no higher principle had been awakened. He 
perceived the connexion of that system with local associations^ 
and with the pride of ancestry. But, above all, he witnessed 
that which was the masterpiece of the whole economy — I mean 
its power of preserving its members a distinct communion from 
'the reat of mankind, convioeed that all was darkness around 
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them, and that they alone were the people of God, and heirs, 
exclusively, of eternal salvation. Such was Judaism; a sys- 
tem of which I scruple not to say, that the more accurately it 
is examined, the more it will appear to resemble — nay, in spirit 
and in moral character, to identify with — the Church of Rome. 
If so, we cannot be at a loss to account for the profound wisdom 
of contrivance, by which that church can fasten her chains 
upon the natural mind. For it is no other than a system of 
God's own framing. It is a weapon of God's own forming; a 
weapon which he has thrown aside, and which Satan has taken 
up against him. In a word, when the Almighty brought in 
the higher and more spiritual dispensation of the Gospel; and 
when persecution from without, and heresies from within, had 
successively and abortively, assailed the citadel of God, — the 
devil, as his last and best expedient, brought in the substance 
of Judaism again, under the name and title of the Catholic 
Church. 

The literal Judaism was, as all know, predestinated to last 
till the first appearing of the Son of Man. And as God does 
act, not by arbitrary will, but by means adapted to the several 
ends he has in view, we may conceive that Judaism was not 
only foreordained to outlive, but so morally furnished and con- 
stituted as to be proof against, every assault which threatened 
her, before the time of her appointed dissolution. In short, to 
the Gospel, and to that alone, she was, according to God's 
promise, to yield. Gen. 49: 10; and it was not only her des- 
tiny, but her inherent provisions, and her essential nature, 
which secured her continuance until the Gospel came. If this 
be so, can we not see the reason why Popery still maintains 
her ground? The mantle of Judaism has fallen upon her. 
Popery, like her precursor, has taken firm possession of all the 
strong holds of merely natural and earthly feeling. From 
Judaism she inherits that constitution which can repel any 
assault from the wisdom or energies of man. She has antici- 
pated every human movement, and pre-occupied all the ground 
on which any opponent, less than God, can take his stand. 
This world is her element, her native country, and her home. 
She is of the world, and the world will love its own. Occa- 
sional and partial jealousies, between a carnal world and a 
carnal religion, have seemed to indicate from time to time, that 
the evil coalition was dissolving. But the cords of sympathy 
have been too strong to break. The breach has been soon 
made whole; and the whore has returned again to her fornica- 
tions with the kings of the earth. 

Is there not, I would conclude by asking, much, from ap- 
pearances^ to favour the idea, that Popery and the world (by 
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the world I mean the present «u«v agjs or dispensation) will come 
to a common end; and die in that close embrace in which they 
have lived together? That as the night of the literal Judaism 
was dispersed by the first rising of the Sun of Righteousness, 
so the still darker midnight of the spiritual Judaism, the reign 
of the man of sin, will cover the nations, till it is scattered and 
dissipated by the brightness of his second coming? 



Essay III. 
Same Subject Continued. 

Without entering into the more immediate arguments from 
Scripture, for the personal advent and reign of the Messiah 
upon earth, there are, I conceive, grounds of presumption, in 
favour of that doctrine, to be derived from other sources. And 
these are not without weight, especially in a case where the 
directer testimony is such as to leave thp most diligent inter- 
preters of prophecy still so much at variance in their conclu- 
sions. To a few collateral arguments of this kind I have 
alluded. I shall now ofier to your notice a few additional 
considerations. 

The first of these is, the internal evidence which the promise 
of a personal advent is calculated to afford, to a mind which 
had previously doubted the truth of Scripture, and even of 
natural religion. 

Suppose that a book, written in a character wholly unintel- 
ligible to mCj were, by some accident, placed in my hands, and 
that an assurance were at the same time given, that this hook 
would clear up things, and account for matters, which had be- 
fore presented to my apprehension only difficulties and dark- 
ness. Wholly unable to decipher it myself, I apply to two 
persons, each professedly acquainted with the language*. They 
both present me with their translations. In the one I find 
nothing but matter questionable to my understanding, and 
irrelevant as to any points on which I needed information. It 
elucidates no subject on which I wanted light. It leaves me 
in the same difficulties as I felt before. What then is my con- 
clusion? That if this be the right translation, the book in 
question is not what it was said to be. 

The other translation appears to me to be plain and con- 
sistent sense. It addresses itself at once to subjects deeply 
interesting to my mind. It clears up doubts which harassed 
me before. What then is the natural inference here? That 
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if this latter be the right. translation, I hold in my hand a 
document of inestimable value. 

Now apply this principle to the case before us: that of one 
who doubts the truth of Scripture, and to whom the whole 
scheme of prophecy presents nothing but a mass of incoherence 
and confusion. Nevertheless, this book, wholly unintelligible 
to him, claims to be a revelation from God; and, while its 
contents seem thus wrapped in darkness, two classes of ex- 
pounders offer themselves to his notice. They both say, we 
have examined this record; and here is the result of our in- 
quiry. Now it is my firm conviction, that the advocates for 
the personal appearance of Christ, with all his saints, would 
present to such a mind a scheme calculated to vindicate the 
ways of Providence; nay, to prove, where it has been doubted 
before, the existence of a God. While, on the other hand, it 
is my belief, that the assertorsof a spiritual millennium open a 
field of expectation, in every way ill suited to arrest the atten* 
tion, or answer the objections, of the infidel. 

There is nothing which tries men's faith, or, rather, which 
banishes the very principle from their minds, so much as the 
want of some palpable evidence of a supernatural power. Nor 
is this want felt to be merely a defect of evidence in favour of 
its existence. It is taken by some as evidence against it. Why 
the Creator and Ruler of this world should dwell in light inac- 
cessible to his creatures; why he should leave to their own 
guidance a race of beings whose whole history proves them 
incompetent to the taskj why he should thus withdraw him- 
self from man, whose circumstances and wants call for the 
interposition of some higher nature, as the greatest of all con- 
ceivable blessings; why this should be the arrangement of in- 
finite goodness, power, and wisdom, if there exist a being in 
whom these attributes reside; — is a question which has puzzled 
and confounded multitudes, who hold their peace upon the 
subject. If these doubts do not more frequently occur, it is 
attributable merely to the stupid indifference, which the gene- 
rality of men feel to every elevated consideration. Neverthe- 
less, amongst the few whb think and reason upon such things, 
all, except the still fewer whose minds are spiritually enlight- 
ened, are, I believe, more sceptical as to the fundamental 
truths of religion, than is generally imagined. The outward 
profession of Christianity imposes a restraint upon their words. 
Each man keeps his own secret, and knows not that his neigh- 
bour entertains the same doubts that he does. If, indeed, these 
doubts terminated in a settled conviction that the objects of 
faith had no reality, then men would speak out. But few 
comparatively arrive at this conclusion. They remain sas- 
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for all established institutions is Upon the wane; and that, 
amongst other instances, the fire of loyalty burns no longer 
with its wonted strength. May not this, then, be a further 
intimation, that the glorious advent of the King of Righteous- 
ness is near at hand? May not this be one of the signs of the 
Lord's appearing? And while the stars in the political firma* 
ment are losing their lustre, and growing dim upon our sights 
may we not hope that the great luminary, who is to rule the 
day of Millennial blessedness and splendour, is about to rise 
with ^^healing in his wings?" 




